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Appendix 1 - Review of Plans, Programmes and Policies 

In order to establish a clear scope for the SA, it is necessary (and a requirement of SEA) to review and develop an understanding of the wider range of plans, 
policies and programmes that are relevant to the Plan. This appendix summarises the outcome of a review of International, European, UK, National and 
Local plans, policies and environmental protection objectives. Summarising the aspirations of other relevant policies, plans, programmes and sustainability 
objectives promotes a systematic identification of the ways in which the LDP could help to fulfil them. The list is not exhaustive and does not provide a 
definitive account of their contents; however, it is considered that it provides a sufficient review of those relevant to the preparation of the replacement 
LDP and identifies any social, economic, cultural and environmental objectives that should be considered within the SA. 
 
Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 

Requirements 
Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 

SA 
1.

�x United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (1998)  

�x The Aarhus Convention 
 
 
 

These documents provide an international 
framework for promoting sustainable 
development within all decision making. 
National and local developments should 
take sustainability into account and openly 
share relevant information with the public. 

The revised LDP should set 
out policies and proposals 
which promote sustainable 
development and safeguards 
transparency in decision 
making. The LDP Review 
process itself must also be 
objective, transparent, 
evidence based and 
conducted fairly. 

The SA Framework 
should provide a holistic 
suite of assessment 
criteria to determine 
the contribution of any 
replacement LDP to the 
delivery of sustainable 
development. 

European �t all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level international frameworks 
�x European Commission (2003) Public Sector 

Information Directive (PSI) 2003/98/EC  
�x European Commission (2010) Europe 2020: 

A strategy for smart, sustainable and 
inclusive growth, Growth within: A Circular 
Economy Vision for a Competitive Europe 

�x European Commission (2013) Towards 
Social Investment for Growth and Cohesion 

These documents provide a European 
framework to further social cohesion, 
freedom of information, economic growth 
and inclusion. 

The revised LDP should set 
out policies and proposals for 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

2014-2020 
�x McKinsey Centre for Business and 

Environment (2015) 

National (UK) - all 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

(Welsh Government)  
�x Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 

2014 
�x Welsh Government (2007) One Wales �t A 

Progressive Agenda for the Government of 
Wales  

�x Welsh Government (2009) Getting On 
Together - a Community Cohesion Strategy 
for Wales  

�x Welsh Government (2009) Improving Lives 
and Communities �t Homes in Wales  

�x Welsh Government (2006) Play Policy 
Implementation Plan  

�x Welsh Government (2009) Farming, Food 
and Countryside: Building a Secure future �t 
A New Strategy for Farming  

�x Welsh Government (2009) Living Well Living 
Independent Lives  

�x Welsh Government (2010) Economic 
Renewal: A New Direction  

�x Welsh Government (2010) Food for Wales, 
Food from Wales 2010-2020  

�x Welsh Government (2010) Fulfilled Lives, 
Supportive Communities  

�x Welsh Government (2010) Welsh Medium 
Education Strategy 2010  

�x Welsh Government (2011) Sustainable 
Social Services for Wales: A Framework for 
Action  

�x Welsh Government (2011) Rights of Children 

manner.  
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

Plan �tadopted April 2018 
�x 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

�x European Union (2005) Emissions Trading 
Scheme 

�x European Commission (2008) Ambient Air 
Quality and Cleaner Air for Europe Directive 
2008/50/EC and Air Quality Framework 
Fourth Daughter Directive 2004/107/EC 1 

�x European Commission (2010) Industrial 
Emissions Directive (integrated pollution 
prevention and control) (Directive 
2010/75/EU) 

�x European Commission (2001) The Clean Air 
for Europe Programme (CAFÉ) 

adhere to European 
legislation. Promotion of low 
carbon initiatives and 
sustainable transport modes 
should be considered.  

new development. 

National (UK) - all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level European and international frameworks 
�x The Environment Act (1995) 
�x The Air Quality Standards Regulations (2010) 

as amended, Air Quality Strategy for 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland,  

�x Defra (2010) Air Pollution: Action in a 
Changing Climate 

�x Defra (2011) Air Quality Plans for the 
Achievement of EU Air Quality Limit Values 
for Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) in the UK: List of 
UK and National Measures 

�x �h�<�[�•�� ���]�Œ�� �Y�µ���o�]�š�Ç�� �����š�]�}�v�� �W�o���v�� �~�����(�Œ���U�� �Œ���À�]�•������
January 2016),  

�x Revised UK Air Quality Plan for Tackling 
Nitrogen Dioxide (Improving air quality in 
the UK: tackling nitrogen dioxide in our 
towns and cities) (Consultation Draft May 

These documents provide a UK framework 
to implement objectives that promote the 
reduction of the levels of air pollution such 
as Nitrogen Dioxide. 

The revised LDP should set 
out policies and proposals for 
the preservation of 
acceptable levels of air 
quality.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives relating to 
protection of and 
improvement of air 
quality and associated 
health impacts and to 
minimise air pollution in 
new development. 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

2017) 
National (Wales) - all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level UK, European and international frameworks 

�x Air Quality Standards (Wales) Regulations 
(2010) 

�x Welsh Government (2018) Consultation 
���}���µ�u���v�š�� �Z�d�����l�o�]�v�P�� �Œ�}�����•�]������ �v�]�š�Œ�}�P���v��
diox�]���������u�]�•�•�]�}�v�•���]�v���t���o���•�[ 

These regulations bring into law in Wales 
the limits set out in European Union (EU) 
Daughter Directives on Air Quality. The 
regulations require that Welsh Ministers 
divide Wales into air quality zones. There 
are two zones: North and South Wales. 
It provides a Wales framework for the 
protection and improvement of air quality 
in accordance with limits set within 
European legislation. 

The revised LDP should set 
out policies and proposals for 
the preservation of 
acceptable levels of air 
quality. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives relating to 
protection of air quality 
and air pollution 
controls, and 
acceptable air quality 
levels for protection of 
human health purposes. 

Wales National Planning Policy 
�x Welsh Government Planning 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

a development is an acceptable use of land 
and should control other development in 
proximity to potential sources of pollution 
rather than seeking to control the processes 
or substances used in any particular 
development.  
 

Regional 
�x N/A    

Local 
�x Blaenau Gwent Air Quality Progress Report 

2017 
This report fulfils the requirements of the 
Local Air Quality Management (LAQM) 
process as set out in the Environment Act 
1995 and associated government guidance. 
The LAQM process places an obligation on 
all local authorities to regularly review and 
assess air quality in their areas and to 
determine whether or not the air quality 
objectives are being achieved. Where 
exceedances occur, or are likely to occur, 
the local authority must then declare an Air 
Quality Management Area (AQMA) and 
prepare an Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) 
within 18 months of declaration setting out 
the measures it intends to put in place in 
pursuit of the objectives. Action plans 
should then be reviewed and updated 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

the Conservation of European Wildlife and 
Natural Habitats - The Bern Convention,  

�x European Union (2001) SEA Directive 
(2001/42/EC) 

�x European Commission (2004) 
Environmental Liability Directive 
2004/35/EC, 

�x European Commission �t EU Directive on 
the conservation of natural habitats and of 
wild fauna and flora  

�x European Commission - EU Birds Directive 
(Directive 2009/147/EC/ on the 
conservation of wild birds), ,  

�x EU Biodiversity Strategy - Our Life 
Insurance, Our Nature Capital: An EU 
Biodiversity Strategy (2011-2020), 
European Commission (2008) 
Environmental Quality Standards Directive 
2008/105/EC 

the European level for reasons of 
biodiversity conservation and important 
species from harm. 

for the protection of 
biodiversity in accordance 
with European legislation & 
policy 

appropriate objectives 
to assess potential 
habitat loss, 
recreational impacts, 
water abstraction, 
pollution and 
disturbance effects 
from policies, proposals, 
advice and guidance 
contained within any 
revised LDP. 

National (UK) - all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level European and international frameworks 
�x HM Government (1981) Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 
�x HM Government (1990) Environmental 

Protection Act 
�x HM Government (1995) Environment Act 

1995 
�x The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 
�x Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 
�x Natural Environment and Rural 

Communities Act (2006) 

These documents provide a framework at 
the UK level to provide protection for 
protected species and habitats. 

The revised LDP should set 
out policies and proposals for 
the protection of protected 
habitats and species, 
including any special 
protection areas. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives relating to 
national policy on the 
protection of 
Biodiversity, flora and 
fauna. 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

Remediation) (Wales) Regulations 2009  
�x Welsh Assembly Government (2009) 

Woodlands for Wales Strategy 
�x Wales Biodiversity Partnership (2010) 

Wales Biodiversity Framework  
�x Welsh Assembly Government (2015) The 

Nature Recovery Plan for Wales �t Setting 
the course for 2020 and beyond 

�x National Assembly for Wales Environment 
(Wales) Act, 2016 

the Welsh level to protect biodiversity 
interests, including designated sites and 
important species. 

out policies and proposals for 
the protection of 
biodiversity, flora and fauna. 

should include 
objectives relating to 
the preservation, 
protection and 
conservation of 
biodiversity. 

Wales National Planning Policy 
�x Welsh Government (2016) Planning Policy 

Wales (Edition 9) 
�x Welsh Government (2009) Technical 

Advice Note (TAN) 5: Nature Conservation 
and Planning 

�x Welsh Government (1997) Technical 
Advice Note (TAN) 10: Tree Preservation 
Orders 

 

These documents provide national planning 
policy in respect of Biodiversity. 
Development Plans should: 
�x identify all international, national and 

local designated sites (including 
potential SPAs, candidate SACs and listed 
Ramsar sites); 

�x  
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

important local habitats and species, and 
to safeguard and manage landscape 
features of major importance for nature 
conservation or amenity;  

�x make appropriate provision for Local 
Nature Reserves;  

�x include, where appropriate, locally-
specific policies for conserving native 
woodland and protecting and planting 
trees;  

�x clarify how biodiversity will be 
safeguarded outside statutory 
designated sites without unduly 
restricting development that is 
otherwise appropriate;  

�x provide for the protection and 
enhancement of open space of 
conservation value, seeking to identify 
opportunities to promote responsible 
public access for enjoyment and 
understanding of the natural heritage 
where this is compatible with its 
conservation and existing land uses; and  

�x recognise the potential of, and 
encourage land uses and land 
management practices that help 
to secure carbon sinks. 

Regional 
N/A    

Local (BGCBC & Neighbouring Local Authorities) - all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level Welsh, UK, European and 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

�x Promote active travel to reduce the 
collective carbon footprint  

�x Make Blaenau Gwent a cleaner, greener 
place where nature can thrive 

�x Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council 
Local Development Plan �t adopted Nov 
2012 

�x Brecon Beacons National Park Local 
Development Plan �tadopted Dec 2013 

�x Torfaen County Borough Council Local 
Development Plan - adopted Dec 2013 

�x Powys County Council Local Development 
Plan �tadopted April 2018 

�x Caerphilly County Borough Council Local 
Development Plan �tadopted November 
2010 

The LDPs set out the land-
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

International 
�x N/A    
European �t all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level international frameworks 
�x European Commission (2006) European 

Thematic Strategy on Soil Protection 
European Commission (2006) 

�x Environmental Liability Directive 
2004/35/EC 

These documents provide a European 
framework to promote the sustainable use 
of soil resources, soil restoration and the 
prevention of land degradation. 

The revised LDP should set 
out policies, proposals, and 
guidance for the sustainable 
use of soils within local 
development. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives relating to 
contaminated land 
remediation, soil quality 
and pollution to ground 
receptors. 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

(ongoing) Geological Conservation Review 
�x Welsh Assembly (2012) Contaminated Land 

(Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2012 
�x Environment (Wales) Act (2016) 
�x The Nitrate Pollution Prevention (Wales) 

Regulations (2016) 

and remediation of contaminated land and 
the creation of a geological profile of Wales. 

advice and guidance for local 
developments which may be 
taking place on protected 
areas or contaminated land.  
 

objectives relating to 
contaminated land 
remediation, soil quality 
and pollution to ground 
rece
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

�x Flood and Water Management Act (2010),  
�x Defra (2007) Fisheries 2027: A long-term 

vision for sustainable fisheries 
�x HM Government (2009) Flood Risk 

Regulations 
�x Defra (2009) Our Seas �t a Shared Resource: 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

Management Strategy 
�x HM Government (2009) The Marine and 

Coastal Access Act 
�x Defra (2009) Our Seas �t a Shared Resource: 

High Level Marine Objectives 
�x 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

�x Defra (2012) Marine Strategy Part 1: UK 
Initial Assessment and Good Environmental 
Status 

�x Welsh Government (2013) Wales Marine 
and Fisheries Strategic Action Plan 

�x Environment Agency (2013) Groundwater 
Protection Policy and Practice (GP3) 

�x Welsh Water (2014) Final Water Resources 
Management Plan 

�x Environment Agency (2015) The Severn 
River Basin Management Plan 

�x Welsh Government (2015) Water Strategy 
for Wales 

�x Welsh Government (2015) Wales Marine 
Evidence Report 

�x Welsh Government Environment Act 2016 
�x (Water Framework Directive) (England and 

Wales) Regulations 2017 
�x 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

new development away from those areas 
which are at high risk of flooding; take 
account of the physical and environmental 
constraints on development of land, 
including flood risk; and consider PPW 
�~�î�ì�í�ñ�•�� �Z�/�v�(�Œ���•�š�Œ�µ���š�µ�Œ���� ���v���� �^���Œ�À�]�����•�[��
objectives when considering the effects of 
development on water supply and waste 
water management, development plans 
and water and development management 
and water.  
 
Development plans should take water-
related issues into account from an early 
stage in the process of identifying land for 
development and redevelopment.  
 
New development should be located and its 
implementation planned in such a way as to 
allow for sustainable provision of water 
services, in particular minimising 
vulnerability to the impacts of climate 
change. Design approaches and techniques 
that improve water efficiency and minimise 
adverse impacts on water resources, 
surface water quality, the ecology of rivers 
and groundwater should be encouraged 
 
As part of LDP preparation planning 
authorities are required to engage Natural 
Resources Wales and adjacent local 

and the water 
environment. 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

expected to be implemented;  
�x the potential costs and benefits of those 

measures;  
�x the assessment of local flood risk for the 

purpose of the strategy;  
�x how and when the Strategy is to be 

reviewed; and  
�x how the Strategy contributes to the 

achievement of wider environmental 
objectives. 

�x Blaenau Gwent Flood Risk Management 
Plan (FRMP) (2015) 

This Flood Risk Management Plan sets out 
how Blaenau Gwent County Borough 
Council will over the next 6 years manage 
flooding so that the communities most at 
risk and the environment benefit the most. 
In doing so, this FRMP takes forward the 
objectives and actions set out in the Flood 
Risk Management Strategy. 
 
This FRMP also aims to achieve some of the 
objectives set out in the Welsh 
�'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�[�•�� �E���š�]�}�v���o�� �&�o�}�}���� ���v���� ���}���•�š���o��
Erosion Risk Management Strategy which 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

European �t all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level international frameworks 
�x
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

�x The Hazardous Waste Regulations 2005 
(England and Wales 

�x Landfill Regulations 2002 (England and 
Wales, amended 2005) 

�x Meeting the Energy Challenge: A White 
Paper on Energy (DECC, 2007), 

�x Department for Transport (2008) Delivering 
a Sustainable Transport System 

�x HM Government (2010) Environmental 
Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 

�x HM Government (2010) Waste (Wales) 
Measure 2010 

�x The UK Renewable Energy Strategy (2009) 
�x HM Treasury (2011) UK Plan for Growth 
�x The Waste Regulations 2011 (England and 

Wales) 
�x DEFRA (2013) Reducing and Managing 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

Management Licensing) (England and 
Wales) Regulations 2006,)  

National (Wales) - all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level UK, European and international frameworks 
�x Welsh Government (2008) One Wales: 

Connecting the Nation, Welsh Assembly 
Government (2008) 

�x Sustainable Development Commission 
(2009) Low Carbon Wales 

�x Wales Transport Strategy, Welsh 
Government (2010) Towards Zero Waste 
One Wales: One Planet. The Overarching 
Waste Strategy Document for Wales 

�x Welsh Government (2012) Sustaining a 
Living Wales: A Green Paper on a New 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

development;  
- include specific measures to promote 

active travel in accordance with the 
Active Travel (Wales) Act 2013;  

- set out policies to promote the use of 
public transport including new and 
improved interchange facilities and, 
where appropriate, park and ride 
schemes;  

- include appropriate traffic 
management policies;  

- identify the primary road network, 
including trunk roads, and separately 
identify the core network;  

- identify proposals for new roads and 
major improvements to the primary 
route network and the broad policy 
on priorities for minor improvements;  

- include policies and proposals 
relating to the development of 
transport infrastructure other than 
roads;  

-  identify, and where appropriate 
protect, routes required for the 
sustainable movement of freight;  

- protect disused transport 
infrastructure, including railways, rail 
sidings, ports, harbours and inland 
waterways from development that 
would compromise their future 
transport use, where  re-use is a 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

companies responsible for these services to 
enable them to meet community needs and 
the environmental effects of such 







91 
 

Plans/Programmes 



92 
 

Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

of the Solution,  
�x Sustainable Development Commission 

(2010) Sustainable Development: The Key 
to Tackling Health Inequalities  

�x The Marmot Review 
�x The Health and Social Care Act (2012) 
�x Child Obesity Plan (2016) 
National (Wales) - all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level UK, European and international frameworks 
�x Welsh Government (2006) Climbing Higher 

�t A Strategy for Sport and Physical Activity 
�x Welsh Government (2008) Designed to 

Add Value - a third dimension for One 
Wales 

�x Welsh Government (2009) Rural Health 
Plan 

�x Wales Government (2010) Setting the 
Direction: Primary and Community 
Services Strategic Delivery programme 

�x 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

Happier and Fairer Wales 
�x 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

Local (BGCBC & Neighbouring Local Authorities) - all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level Welsh, UK, European and 
international frameworks 
�x Blaenau Gwent Public Service Board Well-

being Assessment (2017) 
�x Blaenau Gwent Public Service Board Well 

Being Plan for Blaenau Gwent 2018-2033 
�x Annual Report of the Director of Social 

Services for Blaenau Gwent 2016-2017 
�x Blaenau Gwent Corporate Plan 2018-2022 

The Blaenau Gwent Well-being Assessment 
(2017) summarises the challenges to 
economic, environmental and social well-
being affecting residents of Blaenau Gwent 
as required under the Well-being of Future 
Generations (Wales) Act 2015. Informed by 
the Well-being Assessment, the Blaenau 
Gwent Public Service Board (2018-2023) 
sets key health objectives: 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
�x Welsh Government Historic Environment 

(Wales) Act 2016  
�x Light Springs through the Dark: A vision for 

culture in Wales (2016) 
�x Welsh Government (2010) Valuing the 

Welsh Historic Environment 

the inclusion of the W
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

Provide policies relating to the protection 
and preservation of world heritage sites, 
archaeological remains, listed buildings and 
conservation areas, local historic assets and 
historic parks and gardens. 
 
Identify locally specific policies in relation to 
the historic environment and cover those 
heritage assets deemed to be important 
considerations from a local planning 
perspective.  
 
Development plans should also set out 
proposals for re-use or new development 
affecting historic areas and buildings, which 
may assist in achieving the Welsh 
�'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�[�•�� �}���i�����š�]�À���•�� �(�}�Œ�� �µ�Œ�����v�� ���v����
rural regeneration.  
 
Development plans must only identify 
locally specific policies in relation to the 
historic environment. Locally specific 
policies for the historic environment must 
be distinctive and only cover those heritage 
elements deemed as important 
considerations from a local planning 
perspective during the determination of 
planning applications.  
 
In preparing plans and assessing proposals 
for development, local planning authorities 





101 
 

Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

the protection and preservation of world  
heritage sites, archaeological sites, listed 
buildings and conservation areas, local 
historic assets and historic parks and 
gardens 
 
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 contains 
provisions relating to the consideration of 
the Welsh language in the appraisal of 
development plans and in dealing with 
applications for planning permission.  
 
Local planning authorities must consider 
the likely effects of their development plans 
on the use of the Welsh language in the 
Sustainability Appraisal of their plans, and 
should keep their evidence up to date. All 
local planning authorities should include in 
the reasoned justifications to their 
development plans a statement on how 
they have taken the needs and interests of 
the Welsh language into account in plan 
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

with sustainability principles.  
�x Plans should seek to conserve and 

enhance the natural heritage in ways 
which bring benefits to local 
communities and encourage social and 
economic progress.  

�x Development Plans to be informed by a 
sustainability appraisal commencing at 
the outset of the plan. 

 
�>���W�[�•���•�Z�}�µ�o���W 
�x identify all international, national and 

local designated sites (including 
potential SPAs, candidate SACs and listed 
Ramsar sites);  

�x provide criteria against which a 
development affecting the different 
types of designated site will be assessed, 
reflecting their relative significance;  

�x include locally-specific policies for the 
conservation and, where appropriate, 
enhancement of landscape and amenity;  

�x provide for the conservation and, where 
appropriate, enhancement of 
biodiversity and landscape outside 
designated areas, in particular 
identifying opportunities to conserve 
important local habitats and species, and 
to safeguard and manage landscape 
features of major importance for nature 
conservation or amenity; 

visual amenity.   
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Plans/Programmes Overview of Purpose and Key 
Requirements 

Key Implications for LDP Key Implications for 
SA 

Being Plan for Blaenau Gwent 2018-2033 
 

being affecting residents of Blaenau Gwent 
as required under the Well-being of Future 
Generations (Wales) Act 2015. Informed by 
the Well-being Assessment, the Blaenau 
Gwent Public Service Board (2018-2023) 
sets key environmental objectives: 
Look after and protect its Environment 
�x Lead on taking action against climate 

change through delivery of a carbon 
positive impact 

�x Promote active travel to reduce the 
collective carbon footprint  

�x Make Blaenau Gwent a cleaner, greener 
place where nature can thrive 

preservation of protected 
landscapes and natural 
resources within the BGCBC 
planning area.  

landscape features, 
landscape character and 
visual impacts.  

�x Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council 
Local Development Plan �t adopted Nov 
2012 

�x Brecon Beacons National Park Local 
Development Plan �tadopted Dec 2013 

�x Torfaen County Borough Council Local 
Development Plan - adopted Dec 2013 

�x Powys County Council Local Development 
Plan �tadopted April 2018 

�x Caerphilly County Borough Council Local 
Development Plan �tadopted November 
2010 

The LDPs set out the land-use planning 
framework for neighbouring local 
authorities. 

The LDP should seek to 
ensure that all significant 
cross boundary issues are 
identified and addressed. 
They should also seek to 
maximise any potential 
opportunities that could arise 
through the requirement for 
development plan 
compatibility and 
consistency. This includes 
potential enhancements to 
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that cross LA boundaries.  designated natural 
environment sites 
(landscape, biodiversity 
and heritage) and other 
networks that cross LA 
boundaries. 

10. Climatic Factors 
International 
�x United Nations (1994), The United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change  
�x United Nations (1997) Kyoto Protocol to the 

UN Convention on Climate Change 
�x United Nations (2009) The Copenhagen 

Accord 
�x United Nations (2010) Cancun Adaptation 

Framework, United Nations (2016) Paris 
Agreement 

These documents provide an international 
framework identifying the need for climate 
change mitigation and adaptation action. 

The revised LDP should set 
out policies and  proposals, 
that promote the adaption to 
the effects of and mitigation 
of climate change. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives to adapt to 
the effects of climate 
change, promote 
energy efficiency, 
resource efficiency, 
sustainable transport, 
greenhouse gas 
emissions (GHG) and 
climate change 
mitigation. 

European �t all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level international frameworks 
�x European Union (2001) SEA Directive 

(2001/42/EC) 
�x European Commission (2001) National 

Emissions Ceiling Directive 2001/81/EC 
�x European Commission (2002) Energy 

Performance in Buildings Directive 
2002/49/EC 

�x European Union (2005) Emissions Trading 
Scheme (EU ETS) 

These documents provide a European 
framework to respond to the global 
challenge of climate 
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�x European Commission (2007)The Integrated 
Climate and Energy Package 

�x European Commission (2007) The Integrated 
Climate and Energy Package 

�x European Commission (2009) Renewable 
Energy Directive (2009/28/EC) 

�x European Commission (2010) Energy 2020 - 
A Strategy for Competitive, Sustainable and 
Secure Energy 

�x European Commission (2011) A Roadmap 
for Moving to a Competitive Low Carbon 
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�x Committee on Climate Change (2008) 
Building a Low-Carbon Economy - the UK's 
Contribution to Tackling Climate 

�x HM Government (2008) Climate Change Act 
2008 

�x HM Government (2008) The Energy Act 
2008 
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a Changing Climate 
�x DECC (2014) UK National Energy Efficiency 

Action Plan 
�x HM Government (2015) Ozone-Depleting 

Substances Regulations 2015 
�x HM Government (2017) UK Climate Change 

Risk Assessment 
National (Wales) - all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level UK, European and international frameworks 
�x Welsh Government (2006) Environment 

Strategy for Wales 
�x Sustainable Development Commission 

(2009) Low Carbon Wales 
�x Welsh Government (2010) Climate Change 

Strategy for Wales 
�x Welsh Government (2010) Low Carbon 

Revolution �t the Welsh Government Energy 
Policy Statement 

�x Welsh Assembly Government (2010), 
Capturing the Potential: A Green Jobs 
Strategy for Wales, 

�x Welsh Government (2011) Marine 
Renewable Energy Strategic Framework 

�x Welsh Government (2011) Policy Statement: 
Preparing for a Changing Climate 

�x Welsh Assembly Government (2011) 
Preparing Wales for Climate Change: 
Adaptation Delivery Plan, 

�x Welsh Government (2012) Energy Wales: A 
Low Carbon Transition 

�x Welsh Assembly Government (2016) 

These documents provide a framework at 
the Welsh level to respond to the need to 
mitigate and adapt to the effect of climate 
change. The framework focuses on seeking 
to decarbonise key economic sectors, 
encouraging renewable and low carbon 
energy generation and enhancing the 
reliance of the natural environment. 

The revised LDP should set 
out policies and proposals to 
promote reduced energy and 
energy usage in new 
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evidence on a sub-regional basis 
wherever possible 

�d�Z���� �t���o�•�Z�� �'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�[�•�� �}���i�����š�]�À���•�� �]�v��
relation to infrastructure and climate 
change to promote the generation and use 
of energy from renewable and low carbon 
energy sources at all scales and promote 
energy efficiency, especially as a means to 
secure zero or low carbon developments 
and to tackle the causes of climate cha
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the Well-being Assessment, the Blaenau 
Gwent Public Service Board (2018-2023) 
sets key environmental objectives: 
Blaenau Gwent wants to look after and 
protect its environment  
�x Lead on action against climate change 

through delivery of a carbon positive 
project  

 

ensures that new 
development is not at risk 
from flooding. 
 

11. Interrelated Effects 
International 
�x United Nations (1992) The Rio Declaration 

on Environment and Development, 
�x United Nations (2002) The World Summit on 

Sustainable Development 
�x Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable 

Development, Communication COM (2005) 
666: Taking Sustainable use of resources 
forward 

 

Commits the sustainable use of resources 
and promotes sustainable development. 

The revised LDP should set 
out policies and proposals for 
the promotion of sustainable 
development. 

The SA Framework 
should include guidance 
for achieving 
sustainable 
development goals. 

European �t all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level international frameworks 
�x European Spatial Development Perspective,  
�x European Commission (1999) European 

Spatial Development Perspective (ESDP) 
(97/150/EC 

�x EU Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) Directive (Directive 2001/42/EC on the 
assessment of the effects of certain plans 
and programmes on the environment) 

�x EU Environmental Action Programme: Living 

These documents provide an overarching 
European framework to support the 
delivery of sustainable development, 
including through spatial planning systems. 

The revised LDP should set 
out policies and proposals for 
the promotion of sustainable 
development goals as set out 
by International Legislation 
and policy. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives relating to 
sustainable 
development targets. 
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Well, Within the Limits of Our Planet 
�x European Sustainable Development Strategy 

2001 (Renewed 2006, Reviewed 2009) 
�x European Commission (2009) Review of the 

EU Sustainable Development Strategy 
European Commission 

�x European Union (2001) SEA Directive 
(2001/42/EC), European Union (2014) 
Environmental Impact Assessment Directive 
2014/52/EU amending Directive 
2011/92/EU 

National (UK) - all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level European and international frameworks 
�x HM Government (1990) Planning (Listed 

Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
�x HM Government (2000) Transport Act 2000 
�x The UK Sustainable Development Strategy 

(HM Government, 2005) 
�x Sustainable Development Commission 

(2005) One Future �t Different Paths. Shared 
Framework for Sustainable Development 

�x HM Government (2006) Government of 
Wales Act 2006 

�x Mainstreaming Sustainable Development, 
Department for Transport (2008) Delivering 
a Sustainable Transport System 

�x National Planning Policy Framework (DCLG, 
2012), Planning Practice Guidance, Defra 
(2011) 

�x HM Government (2017) The Wales Act 
�x Royal Town Planning Institute (2017) Digital 

These documents provide a framework at 
the UK level to promote sustainable 
development and sustainable transport 
initiatives. 

The revised LDP should set 
out policies and, proposals 
for the promotion of 
sustainable development. 

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives relating to 
sustainable 
development targets. 
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Economy and Town Planning 
National (Wales) - all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level UK, European and international frameworks 
�x Welsh Assembly Government (2008) People, 

Places, Future �t The Wales Spatial Plan 
�x Welsh Assembly Government (2009) One 

Wales: One Planet 
�x Welsh Government (2011) Rural 

Development Plan for Wales (2014-2020) 
�x Welsh Assembly Government (2012) City 

Regions Final Report 
�x Planning (Wales) Act 2015 
�x Welsh Government (2016) Welsh Assembly 

Government Prosperity for all: the National 
Strategy Programme for government, Taking 
Wales Forward 2016-2021 

�x Environment (Wales) Act, 2016,   
�x Welsh Government: Wales We Want 

National Conversation, Reforming Local 
Government: Resilient and Renewed �t 
Welsh Assembly Government Whitepaper 
(Jan 2017)   

�x Welsh Government Valleys Task Force Our 
Valleys, Out Future (July 2017) 

�x Welsh Government A New Sustainable 
Development Scheme for Wales (2018) 

These documents provide a Welsh 
framework for sustainable urban and rural 
development, city regional development 
and spatial planning. The Valleys Task force 
document is a high level action plan for the 
South Wales Valleys which outlines its 
priorities for the future. The document 
identifies Ebbw Vale as a strategic hub 
which will inform the LDP Strategy for the 
area. 

The revised LDP should 
provide policies and 
proposals for adhering to 
sustainable development, 
and delivering sustainable 
growth opportunities within 
the strategy areas.  

The SA Framework 
should include 
objectives relating to 
sustainable 
development targets 
and promotion of 
regeneration.   

Wales National Planning Policy 
�x Welsh Government Planning Policy Wales 

(2016) (Edition 9)  
The Planning (Wales) Act 2015 introduced a 
statutory purpose for the planning system 
in Wales �t any statutory body carrying out a 
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planning function must exercise those 
functions in accordance with the principles 
of sustainable development as set out in 
the Well-
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governance. Over its lifetime, local partners 
expect the City Deal to deliver up to 25,000 
new jobs and leverage an additional £4 
billion of private sector investment by 2036. 
It has 6 Objectives:- 
1. Connecting the Cardiff Capital Region; 
2. Investing in innovation and the digital 
network; 
3. Developing a skilled workforce and 
tackling unemployment; 
4. Supporting enterprise and business 
growth; 
5. Housing development and regeneration; 
and 
6. Developing greater city-region 
governance across the Cardiff Capital 
Region. 
 
The Cardiff Capital Region is considering the 
need to prepare a SDP for the Cardiff 
Capital Region.  

adopted, both documents 
provide a coherent 
framework for effectively 
and efficiently addressing 
relevant planning issues. 

proposed for use in the 
SA of the LDP Review 
should be kept under 
review and tested for 
compatibility against 
the SA Framework for 
the Cardiff City Region 
SPD once this has been 
produced.     
 

Local (BGCBC & Neighbouring Local Authorities) - all legislative and policy frameworks are informed by relevant higher level Welsh, UK, European and 
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and identify well-being objectives and 
associated measures to address these. The 
aim of assessment and well-being plan is to 
improve the well-being and future 
sustainability of communities across 
Blaenau Gwent. 

within the Well-being 
Plan for Blaenau Gwent. 

 


